
BasicsBasicsBasicsBasics    
The information in the Greyhound 
Care section has been written to 
help you and your new pet to get to 
know each other and to build a 
relationship that will last for many 
happy years ahead. 

Getting StartedGetting StartedGetting StartedGetting Started    

Your greyhound will come with a collar, lead and muzzle and will have been 
vaccinated, wormed and are usually neutered.  The insurance company, 
Petplan, provides the first 4 weeks insurance cover free of charge. 
It would be helpful if you have two bowls ready, one for water and one for 
food.  An old duvet folded in half will make an ideal bed. 
A waterproof coat and grooming mitt are essential and a soft collar to wear 
around the house carrying an ID tag will complete the picture.  Your dog must 
be walked wearing a greyhound collar and leather lead.  A waterproof coat is 
recommended and can be bought from the RGT.  
Two very important points: 

1. It is a legal requirement that an ID tag is worn by the dog at all times.   
2. Never use an extendable lead.  A greyhound can accelerate from a 

standing start to nearly 40 mph in no time at all and with an extendable 
lead, the potential for disaster is all too obvious.  

The positioning of the dog's collar is very important.  It should go up behind 
the ears, which is the thinnest part of the neck and should be tight enough to 
get two fingers between the collar and the neck.  But don't worry about this as 
we will show you how to get it right.  
When you first have your dog, we recommend that your dog wears a muzzle 
when taken out for a walk.  After a while, you will know the social behaviour of 
your dog and you may then choose to walk without the muzzle. 

    



    

Arriving homeArriving homeArriving homeArriving home    

When taking your new Greyhound home, please bear in mind your dog will 
never have been in a home environment before. Your dog will settle at its own 
pace and there needs to be no rush.  At your side is where they want to be. 
 Remember, they will become a precious part of your family.  Enjoy the 
experience of seeing them grow from a kennel dog to a family pet.  They will 
bring you great joy! 
Domestic appliances which are commonplace to us, such as vacuum 
cleaners, washing machines, TV etc. will be alien to them and may initially 
spook them.  Upon arriving home, take the dog straight into the garden or 
designated toilet spot, wait until they relieve themselves and then praise them 
profusely.  Use their name, tell them good boy/girl and reward them with a 
small piece of cheese or biscuit (whichever you are using for training 
purposes).  Repeat this process every hour or so for the first day and then get 
into a routine of letting them out - ie before meals and straight after meals. 
Then take your dog around the house on the lead initially so they can see 
everything in a calm manner.  After 10 minutes or so, take the lead off and sit 
down, letting them roam around on their own.  By this stage the initial 
excitement will have worn off and they can snoop around calmly.  Set the 
house rules from day one, so they know what they can and cannot do, and 
ensure all family members are familiar with these guidelines or the dog will 
become very confused about its role. 
Their first few days in this alien world can be quite daunting for them and they 
may become anxious.  Keep in mind the size of the busy, noisy kennel you 
have taken the dog from and the quiet, new, small world you are introducing 
them to.  Signs of anxiety are pacing, panting, diarrhoea, not eating and 
drinking and whining at night when left alone.  Anxiety can be shown through 
destructiveness.  Please be patient while your dog adjusts.  Night-lights and 
low volume radios left on can help the dog not feel completely alone in the 
dark.  A DAPT diffuser can also help calm your dog. 
 


