
Welcome to the eighth edition of 
the Sittingbourne RGT News 
Letter as I am sure you will know 
by now the aim of this news letter 
is to try to keep you informed of 
what we have been up to over the 
past year and what we plan to do 
in the coming year. You can also 
keep up to date via our website 
www.rgtsittingbourne.co.uk  

Once a greyhound owner 
always a greyhound 
owner. 
 

The Sittingbourne Retired 
Greyhound Trust has been set 
up to re-home some of the  
greyhounds that were racing at 
the Central Park Stadium,  
Sittingbourne and for one reason 
or another can no longer  
continue. Many owners will take 
their greyhound home once they 
have retired from racing but if 
they can’t then they place the 
greyhound with the Trust so that 
a home can be found for them. 
Our kennels are based just  
outside Canterbury and since 
May 2006 over 240 greyhounds 
have been homed by the branch. 
All our members are volunteers 
so every penny raised goes to 
help look after and find homes 
for the greyhounds in our care. 
Despite popular misconceptions 
greyhounds are, gentle and 
adaptable, making them ideal 
family pets. 
Lazy couch potatoes needing 

only two twenty minute walks a 
day. When re-homed 
responsibly they can live with 
other pets including cats. 
Totally addictive once you’ve 
owned a greyhound you’ll never 
be without one.  
 
All our greyhounds are  
neutered, vaccinated, wormed 
and flea treated and come with a 
collar, lead and muzzle and 4 
weeks free insurance with  
Petplan. 
 
Prior to you taking on a 
greyhound, you will be home 
checked and then follow up 
home check is done to make 
sure things are working out for 
both yourself and your  
greyhound. At the kennel we get 
to know the temperament of the 
greyhounds in our care, so that 
we can find the right one for 
your family.  
 

Email:- 
info@rgtsittingbourne.co.uk 
or contact Sonja on 01227 
730276 
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2009 has been a tough but busy 
year  and 2010 will no doubt be 
even tougher. 
Events such as the Dog show 
and Charity nights not only raise 
greatly needed funds but also 
awareness that greyhounds do 
make fantastic pets. 
Fundraising plays an important 
part of our work and this is 
helped greatly by the track  
management and staff at Central 
Park Stadium in Sittingbourne 

who are fully supportive of our 
work and not only allow us free 
use of the stadium whenever we 
need it but staff also give up 
their time to support us and help 
in whatever way they can.  
In every News Letter we ask for 
volunteers to help us organise 
events or suggest fundraising 
ideas, this is especially needed 
in 2010 as the recession 
continues to bite. 
We are now looking for a  

volunteer or volunteers to fill 
Jeff Lash’s shoes in running the 
100-1 raffle every Saturday at 
the Stadium which has proved 
very successful and a great 
boost to our funds. Jeff has now 
retired to Great Yarmouth and if 
you feel that you have the  
personality and drive to  
continue Jeff’s great work then 
please contact Bill Buckley on 
07802 762115   
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· A greyhound can go from a 

standing start to 40mph in 6 

strides. 

· Greyhounds have webbed 

feet. 

· Greyhounds are one of the 

oldest breeds of dogs. There 

are drawings of dogs 

resembling greyhounds on 

vases and in tombs dated 

from the Ancient Egypt 8000 

years ago. 

· The greyhound is the only 

breed of dog mentioned in 

the bible - (Proverbs 30:29-

31, King James Version). 

· Queen Victoria and King 

Henry VIII kept 

greyhounds. 

· In 1014 AD the English 

Forest Laws stated that only 

noblemen could own and 

hunt with greyhounds. To 

kill a greyhound was 

punishable by death. 
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3rd Anniversary 8th May 2009 
Just over 1000 people came along to 
support us and the atmosphere in the 
stadium was brilliant. The total amount 
raised for the evening was £3513.12 
 
There was a handful of retired  
greyhounds and their owners parading 
before each race. We would like to 
thank Ann Watson for organising this 
and also everyone who took part in the 
parades. 
 
Some of the other highlights of the 
evening were the Afghan Hounds from 
the South East Afghan Racing Club 
who came along once again to put on 
for the first time in the UK we believe, 
an eight dog Afghan hound race, which 
was won by “Morse” who set a new 
track record.  

Many thanks to the club for putting on 
such an entertaining race. 

 
 

dip and boxes to put your hands in and feel 
the worms, bat livers, witches toes and 
eyeballs… if you dare.  
 
Also there were ten dancers from the 
Craddock-Hayes School of dance who 
performed to Michael Jacksons “Thriller” 
which was fantastic to watch.  
The evening raised £1862.96 for the RGT 
and a big Thank You to everyone who came 
along to support us. 

Halloween Spooktacular  
30th October 2009. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A great family evenings entertainment at the 
Central Park Stadium. It was free entry to 
anyone dressed in Halloween fancy dress 
and we weren’t disappointed, there were 
witches, warlocks, black Cats, ghosts and 
spiders. All the children in fancy dress 
received a goody bag. 
 
During the evening there was a fancy dress 
competition, face painting, a spooky room to 
watch the magician Robert Pound. Lucky 
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The fun race was brilliant to watch, 
six volunteers not knowing until the 
night what they were going to be 
doing………  Riding Emus around 
the track.  
 
Many thanks to all the participants 
they certainly put on a great show and 
to Robin Carter for the commentary, 
Samantha Witt for being a great 
“Bunny Girl” and  Simon Tester who 
was the Hare also a big thank you to 
Cara Wilson for being “Homer” the 
greyhound. 
We would like to thank the track for 
their continued support and to 
everyone who helped to make the 
evening a success and one to be 
talked about for a long time. 
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The Craddock-Hayes Dancers The Spooky Room 

Lesley helping in the shop 



Sittingbourne RGT held it’s first retired 
greyhound show on Sunday 31st May at The 
Central Park Stadium in Sittingbourne, Kent. 
 
100 Greyhounds and 300 people turned out 
to support us, the weather was superb and 
the event was a great success. We raised 
£1297.49 for the day. 
It was nice to see the dogs that we had 
homed over the last three years and some 
new faces as well. Every greyhound went 
away with a rosette and they were proud to 
wear it as well. 
 
The best dog in show was won by Billy 
(Orlestone Billy) owned by Wendy Catterick 
 
The best bitch in show was won by Dee Dee 
(Four Grand Paws) owned by Lesley Bell 

 
The judges commented on how well turned 
out every entry was and that it was difficult 
decide on the winners. 
 
The winners of the different classes were as 
follows:- 
 
Class 1 – 11 years and older Bitch – Bumble 
(Kylies Treasure) 
Class 2 – 11 years and older Dog – Lester 
(Kylies Genesis) 
Class 3 – 9 & 10 years old Bitch – Tilda  
(Moyne Tilda) 
Class 4 – 9 & 10 years old Dog – Spot 
(Vintage Snow) 
 
Class 5 – 7 & 8 years old Bitch – Tina (Tina 
Vieri) 

Class 6 – 7 & 8 years old Dog – Freddie 
(Gentle Master) 
Class 7 – 5 & 6 years old Bitch – Chelsea 
(Life for Rent) 
Class 8 – 5 & 6 years old Dog – Tootsie 
(Precious Foot) 
Class 9 – 3 & 4 years old Bitch – Dee Dee 
(Four Grand Paws) 
Class 10 – 3 & 4 years old Dog – Billy 
(Orlestone Billy) 
Class 11 – Up to 3 years old Bitch - Ellie-
Lou (Blakes Thunder) 
Class 12 – Up to 3 years old Dog – Frank 
(Franks A Diamond) 
 
A big THANK YOU to everyone who came 
along to support us on the day and every one 
was a winner in our eyes.�
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Best Bitch in Show - Dee Dee Best Dog in Show - Billy 

One of the Class Line up’s 

Judging one of the Classes 

Because of the support we received for this dog show we are looking 
to hold another in 2010 but help with the organising both before and 
on the day is needed. 
If you think you can help please contact Bill Buckley on 07802 
762115. 

Details and pictures of some of these events can be found on the news page of our website www.rgtsittingbourne.co.uk 
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We will have our usual Anniversary Charity 
Night in early May (date to be confirmed but 
will be posted on our website when final-
ised). This is not to be missed! 

We are looking to have another Fun Dog 
Show this year and volunteers are urgently 
needed to help with this please. 

We will be representing Sittingbourne at the 
Great Greyhound Gathering in Nottingham 
again this year. 

Don’t forget the Walk on the first Sunday of 
every month at the Riverside Country Park 
in Rainham, details and pictures of this can 
be found in the Support Group page of our 
website. 

It is a legal requirement for your dog to 
wear an ID tag at all times. 

Never use an extendable lead - these 
can be very dangerous both for your 
greyhound and for other dogs as your 
greyhound can accelerate from a stand-
ing start to 40mph in 6 strides. 

It is a legal requirement for you to pick 
up the mess your dog leaves and 
dispose of it responsibly. 

Keep your dog on the lead if you cannot 
rely on it’s obedience, they are quite 
content  with this and do not need to 
run everywhere. 

By law farmers are entitled to destroy a 
dog that injures or worries their 
animals. 

If a farm animal chases you and your 
dog it is safer to let it off the lead rather 
than risking getting hurt trying to 
protect it. 

When using new access rights over 
open country and common land you 
must keep your dog on a short lead 
between 1st March and 31st July and 
all year round near farm animals. You 
may not be able to take your dog at all 
in some areas or at some times so make 
sure you follow any official signs. 

 

 

Last but not least … A big thank 
you to all our volunteers who are 
too many to mention by name but 
they know who they are and their 

help is much appreciated. 

We have several exciting fundraisers in the 
pipeline for 2010 at the Central Park 
Stadium, such as regular Quiz Nights and 
some Comedy Nights. 

We are currently in talks with local 
promotion agents Scott Jordan 
Entertainment to put on a Tribute Band 
Concert at the Stadium so if you have a 
favourite era or band you’d like to see then 
let us know and we will add them to the list. 

We will continue to do as many 
outside events as we can fit in and if you 
would like us to come along to your School 
or Village Fete then please contact us. 

We now list items for sale on Ebay so take a 
look. 

You can buy from Amazon via our website 
and so long as you click on this link to go to 
Amazon we get a donation of up to 5% of 
whatever you buy at NO EXTRA COST to 
you! 

It is not too late for you to buy our 2010 
Calendar which features some of the dogs 
we have homed and is a snip at £6.50. Come 
along to the Stadium Shop or Order it from 
our website. 
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Things to remember 
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Help us raise funds at no extra 
cost to you 

We have teamed up with 
easyfundraising.org so now you can help 
us raise funds whilst you shop on line at 

no extra cost to you, and there are money 
saving vouchers so you can save money as 

well. 
Just type the following into the address 

bar of your internet browser :- 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/srgt 

and shop online direct with over 2000 
retailers. 

 

You can also raise funds whilst you surf 
just type the following into the address 

bar on your internet browser : -  
http://srgt.easysearch.org.uk 

And use this as your search engine and 
every time you search you will be raising 

funds for us at no cost to yourself. 

The picture on the left shows just some of the 2000 retailers 
that will make a donation to us if you shop with them using 

the following website:- 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/srgt  

Times are hard so why not help raise funds for free and 
remember to use them every time you shop or surf online. 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/srgt for your shopping & 
http://srgt.easysearch.org.uk as your search engine. 


