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· From The Sofa 
· Who are The Sittingbourne RGT 
· How you can help us for free 
· Greyhounds looking for homes 
· Your help is urgently needed  
· Thank You 



It was a slow start to the year but homing has picked up which is goods news. 
 
Our events calendar started with the Duck Race at Loose Nr Maidstone where we were asked to attend again for the 
third year by Mrs Molly Proctor who has a greyhound called Millie and is a great fundraiser and supporter of us. 
 
May was our Charity Night at the Central Park Stadium in Sittingbourne which was a great success and raised over 
£3500. The South East Afghan Hound Racing Club came along to support us and put on a great show. Also there 
were some of the greyhounds from the kennel looking for homes. This is a great opportunity for people to see the 
greyhounds perhaps for the first time up close. This is always a well supported event and next year looks to be a 
good one too.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
In June saw us at The Ham Street Country Show and the Preston Steam Fair. These were both two day events and 
we were lucky with the weather again. These events are well supported by our volunteers and of course their 
greyhounds who have become old hands at this and know the drill.  

 
 
 
August and September we attended the Faversham Classic Car Show, The Challock Goose Fair, Chartham Village 
Fete, The Kent Miners Festival and The big event in the Retired Greyhound Calendar is The Great Greyhound 
Gathering in Nottingham. These are just a few of the events that we have attended during 2011 and full details plus 
photos can be found on our “news” page of our website. We feel that these events are essential in raising awareness 
of how greyhounds can make great pets.  
All of this would not be possible without the continued support of our volunteers, so a BIG THANK YOU  
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Steve outside the Stadium with Bobby Afghan Hound Race Winner 

Ham Street Country Fair Homer and Friend 
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Welcome to the Christmas edition of the Sittingbourne RGT Newsletter as I am sure you will know by 
now the aim of this news letter is to try to keep you informed of what we have been up to over the past 
year and what we plan to do in the  coming year. You can also keep up to date via our website 

www.rgtsittingbourne.co.uk  

Once a greyhound owner always a greyhound owner. 
 
The Sittingbourne Retired Greyhound Trust has been set up to re-home some of the greyhounds that 
were racing at the Central Park Stadium, Sittingbourne and for one reason or another can no longer 
continue. Many owners will take their greyhound home once they have retired from racing but if they 
can’t then they place the greyhound with the Trust so that a home can be found for them. 
Our kennels are based just outside Canterbury and since May 2006 over 320 greyhounds have been 
homed by the branch. 
As all our members are volunteers you can be sure that every penny raised goes to help look after and 
find homes for the greyhounds in our care. 
 
Despite popular misconceptions greyhounds are, gentle and adaptable, making them ideal family pets. 
Lazy couch potatoes needing only two twenty minute walks a day. When re-homed responsibly they can 
live with other pets. 
Totally addictive once you’ve owned a greyhound you’ll never be without one.  
 
All our greyhounds are neutered, vaccinated, wormed and flea treated and come with a collar, lead and 
muzzle and 4 weeks free insurance with Petplan. 
 
Prior to you taking on a greyhound, you will be home checked.  
At the kennel we get to know the temperament of the greyhounds in our care so that we can find the 
right one for your family.  
 

Email:- info@rgtsittingbourne.co.uk or contact Brian Booth on 01227 722847 
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We desperately need regular volunteers to walk 
the greyhounds so if you have some spare time 
on your hands give Brian a ring at the kennels. 
 

URGENT APPEAL  
We also need somebody with a big personality to 
run our 100/1 raffle every Saturday night at the 
stadium, this raises big money every year but 
this year we have been unable to find somebody 
willing or able to do it regularly so if you think 
you have what it takes and can help us out or 
have any other fundraising ideas then give Bill 
Buckley a ring on 07802 762115.  
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Shop Online and Raise Money! 
 
 
 
Have you heard about easyfundraising yet? 
 

It’s the easiest way to help raise money for Sittingbourne Retired Greyhound Trust! 
 

If you already shop online with retailers such as Amazon, Argos, John Lewis, Comet, iTunes, eBay or HMV, 
then we need you to sign up for free to raise money while you shop! 
 

  So how does it work? 
 

  You shop directly with the retailer as you would normally, just sign up by typing  
  the following URL into the address bar on your internet browser -  
  http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/srgt and start raising funds for free! 
  It’s free to sign up and use so all you do once you’ve signed up is use the links on  
  the easyfundraising site to take you to the retailer and a percentage of  whatever  
  you spend comes directly to us at no extra cost to yourself. 
 

How much can you raise? 
 

Spend £100 with M&S online or Amazon and you raise £2.50 for us. £100 with WH Smith puts £2.00 in our 
pocket and so on. There’s over 2,000 retailers on their site, and some of the donations can be as much as 15% 
of your purchase. 
 

Save money too! 
 

Easyfundraising is FREE to use plus you’ll get access to hundreds of exclusive discounts and voucher codes, 
so not only will you be helping us, you’ll be saving money yourself. 
 

We’ve raised over £115 with easyfundraising so far but we need your help to keep donations coming in. 
Sign up for free at http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/srgt and start making a difference…
simply by shopping. 
 

How do you know how much you’ve helped raise? 
 

You can see exactly how much you raise for us as every donation generated from your on-line purchases is 
clearly displayed in your Easyfundraising account. 
 

Funds For Free! 
 

Did you know you don’t have to spend anything to raise funds for Sittingbourne Retired Greyhound 
Trust with easyfundraising? 
The FREE FUNDS page lets you raise OVER £250 for us without spending a penny! 
The featured retailers will make free donations just for switching to their service, participating in free trials or 
even simply registering on their site! 
For example, eBay offer a £4.50 donation when you register and place just one bid (it doesn’t even have to be 
a wining bid!), while The National Lottery will pay us £2 just for registering on their site and playing Lotto 
online for the first time! 
LOVEFiLM offer a £5 donation when you sign up for a 14 day free trial of their dvd rental service. 
 

Please log on to http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/srgt and click on the 
FREE FUNDS page for more details. 
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  ELVIS  
     SAL 

PERRY 

TRIXIE  

AL  

  TONY 

 
For details on these 
and all of the other 
greyhounds available 
go to our website or 
contact Brian on 
01227 722847 
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AMY  DAN 

MAGGIE  

HARRY  ALICE  

QUEENIE 

 
For details on these 
and all of the other 
greyhounds available 
go to our website or 
contact Brian on 
01227 722847 
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The roof on the kennels needs replacing as it is extremely old and has suffered badly in the high winds. 
A bit about the history of the kennels 
The kennels borders the old roman road which we assume would have linked the coast to Canterbury. The kennels were originally 
part of a nursery complex which covered approximately eight acres, originally called Waterghouls Nurseries and later renamed as 
Moorshill Nurseries. 
During the second world war what is now the greyhound kennel started life as the nursery’s potting shed.  
By 1980 the nurseries had fallen into disrepair and the now derelict site was sold off in three sections. 
Following a number of businesses occupying the site unsuccessfully and without planning approval in 1982 planning permission 
was given to convert the building to kennels and they have been used as greyhound kennels from 1982 to the present day. 
Whilst some structural changes have evidently happened over the years the kennel still has the original roof from its days as a 
potting shed.    
 

The kennels were purchased by Brian and Therese Booth in June 2000 and they operated as a racing kennels up until June 2010, 
they became the home of the Sittingbourne Retired Greyhound Trust in August 2010. 
  

Strangely many people have felt the presence of "someone being in the kennel" when they have been alone!! One or two have even 
felt they have seen a  moving figure! 
So the question is if we do have a harmless spirit could it be a Roman Soldier or even a wartime nursery worker or perhaps it could 
be an old kennel hand watching over the dogs, whoever he is the dogs don’t seem to mind him. One thing is for sure though……….. 
He has never taken his turn at cleaning out!!  
 

Hardy Roofing Supplies of Marden have kindly offered a huge discount for the materials and can supply them to us for 
£1830.00 plus the dreaded VAT but we need some Roofers to kindly donate some time to carry out the work otherwise we 
fear it will be out of our reach for some time to come. 
 

Can you help or do you know somebody that may be willing to donate some time for this worthy cause? 
If you can help then please get in touch either by email at info@rgtsittingbourne.co.uk or by telephoning the kennels on 
01227 722847 and speak to Brian. 

Email:- info@rgtsittingbourne.co.uk or contact Brian Booth on 01227 722847 

 
 

 
Boycie came into the kennels after breaking his hock which the owners paid to have 
repaired but the bone around the repair has started to disintegrate causing him a bit of 
pain which we are currently managing with medication. 
We sent the xrays to a bone specialist who gave us a report on what is needed, the bone 
specialist kindly donated his time for this report and didn’t charge us for it, so thank you 
to him. 
The findings were that Boycie would need an operation to repair the area and re-pin and 
plate it, the same vet has offered to heavily subsidise the operation but it will still cost 
us around £2000 for Boycie to have it done. 
‘£2000 for one greyhound’ I hear you say but we think it is a small price to pay to 
greatly improve Boycie’s quality of life, if you think the same then you can help in 
many ways :- 
· Sell some of your unwanted items at a bootfair 
· Hold a garage sale 
· Hold a dinner party and ask your guests to donate a small amount for Boycie 
· Or Just donate via our website 
 
We know everyone is having to tighten their belts but lots of small amounts soon add up 
and your help is always welcome and much appreciated so thank you. 
 
We will keep you updated on how Boycie and his appeal is getting on via our website so keep a look out for the updates. 
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Ann Parsons held an open day in August for us and with the 
help of Jet and her friends raised £350.00 for us. The money 
raised was put towards some travels cages for the van so that 
the greyhounds could be safely transported. 
 
Well Done and Thank You 

"Lesley Evans, a helper with Sittingbourne RGT, celebrated her 60th birthday on 16th May, and at a tea-
party for over 20 of her friends she asked for donations to the RGT instead of presents and they  
generously raised £115. Her sister gave another £15 so a total of £130 was handed over. To celebrate her 
60th year she has been doing 60 things she hasn't done before throughout the year, including wearing the 
Homer suit, making an episode of "Eggheads", karaoke, driving a forklift truck and going to "The 
Globe". 
Being 60 was obviously one of the 60 things and she was pleased to use the occasion to help the RGT."  

This is Lesley 
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Derek Morgan who adopted Emma shows off his model railway 
and Emma enjoys the day too. Exhibiting in Broadstairs,  
Kingston and Folkestone Derek has a display of information 
about the RGT. A BIG THANK YOU to Derek and Emma for 
the donations from these events. 

Molly Proctor who is a supporter of the Sittingbourne RGT 
seen here talking to Lesley one of our Volunteers at the 
Duck Race in Loose this year. Molly along with her  
greyhound Millie sells her plants to raise money for us 
which is very much appreciated. WELL DONE. 

Claire and Spencer Lawrence together with Cash their greyhound organised a Charity Dog Race Night at 
the Ship Inn in Dymchurch on 28th October which was a great success and together with Bybrook and 
Bockhanger Community Group raised a total of £1057.40 for the evening. THANK YOU to all of the  
people involved in the evening. 

 The Sittingbourne Retired Greyhound Trust would like to thank everyone who has helped 
 throughout 2011 for their generosity and continued support which enables us to ensure that even    
 more of these lovable and rewarding dogs get the future they deserve.  
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Are you looking for somewhere to go on New Years Eve? 
 
Come along to the Central Park Stadium in Sittingbourne’s New Years Eve Party at the Park for an exciting 
evening of entertainment to help you see in 2012. 
 
There will be several acts to keep you entertained throughout the evening including :- 
 
Guest Appearance by Luke Lucas from the X Factor 
Luke Lucas made it to Gary Barlows House on X Factor and is making a special guest appearance at the Central Park Stadium to 
help us see in the New Year! 
 
Back2Back Swing 
Back2Back Swing are a versatile vocal duo, performing a wide mix of Swing and Big Band tunes, alongside Rock ‘n’ Roll, Jive, 
60’s, 70’s and party numbers. 
 
From the Rat Pack era, through Bobby Darin, Johnnie Ray, The Platters and Nat King Cole, Back2Back Swing provide a diverse 
and upbeat evening’s entertainment. 
 
Together for over three years, Rob and Geoff have performed in theatres, clubs, hotels, lounge bar and restaurants all around the 
country. 
 
Iain Sparks and Friends 
Roy Orbison 
Iain Sparks has performed as Roy Orbison all over the world (notably in Australia with a 20 piece orchestra in 2005) and is 
renowned as probably the best Roy Orbison available anywhere today. He has major regional & West End theatre credits in this role 
and starred in ‘The Concert They Never Gave’ for E & B Productions (the producers of Buddy in London’s West End). 
 
Iain Also wrote 6 songs in the style of Roy and one of them (You’re not Alone) was a Top 10 smash hit on the EMS Eurochart, 
beating off competition from top U.S. Stars including Travis Tritt. 
 
You may remember Iain on TV commercials as Roy, particularly the Fox’s Biscuits ad. Iain is so close to Roy that people often not 
only think he is miming to Roy’s recordings, but even that he uses pictures of the real Roy on his posters. 
 
Meatloaf 
Iain Sparks has performed as Meatloaf in Regional theatres across the UK and abroad including Canada, Europe & the Middle East. 
Iain’s very lively & animated performance is a thriller on it’s own, not to mention Iain’s superbly powerful vocal rendition. 
 
Iain is one of the very few people who can actually sing this material without cheating. 
 
Van Morrison 
Iain Sparks is the UK’s premier Van Morrison Tribute – endorsed by Wavelength (Van Morrison Fan Club). 
 
Iain Sparks is a truly international artiste. He has toured Australia, Canada, Europe and the Middle East & with starring regional & 
West End theatre credits, he is a phenomenon not to be missed. 
Local DJ DannyBall 
 
Local DJ Danny Ball will be on hand to make sure you always have a reaon to get up on the dance floor. 
 
Plus 2 Casino Rooms! 
Fancy a flutter or feel lucky then we have 2 casino rooms for you to have a go at Casino favorites, Roulette and Black Jack. 
 
Doors open at 7.30pm and carriages at 1pm 
Tickets only £30 each or £55 per couple 
 
Email : promotions@sittingbournegreyhounds.co.uk 
Telephone : 01795 475547 or  07401  993187 
For full details including links to videos of the acts performing  go to : 
 www.sittingbournegreyhounds.co.uk/xmas-new-year-specials/ 
 

Mention Sittingbourne RGT when you book and we get a percentage of the ticket sales! 
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· A greyhound can go from a 

standing start to 40mph in 

around 6 strides. 

· Greyhounds have webbed feet. 

· Greyhounds are one of the 

oldest breeds of dogs. There are 

drawings of dogs resembling 

greyhounds on vases and in 

tombs dated from the Ancient 

Egypt 8000 years ago. 

· The greyhound is the only breed 

of dog mentioned in the bible - 

(Proverbs 30:29-31, King James 

Version). 

· Queen Victoria and King Henry 

VIII kept greyhounds. 

· In 1014 AD the English 

Forest Laws stated that only 

noblemen could own and hunt 

with greyhounds. To kill a 

greyhound was punishable by 

death. 
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It is a legal requirement for your dog to wear an ID tag at all times. 

Never use an extendable lead - these can be very dangerous both for your greyhound 
and for other dogs as your greyhound can accelerate from a standing start to 40mph 
in 6 strides. 

It is a legal requirement for you to pick up the mess your dog leaves and dispose of it 
responsibly. 

Keep your dog on the lead if you cannot rely on it’s obedience, they are quite content  
with this and do not need to run everywhere. 

By law farmers are entitled to destroy a dog that injures or worries their animals. 

If a farm animal chases you and your dog it is safer to let it off the lead rather than 
risking getting hurt trying to protect it. 

When using new access rights over open country and common land you must keep 
your dog on a short lead between 1st March and 31st July and all year round near 
farm animals. You may not be able to take your dog at all in some areas or at some 
times so make sure you follow any official signs. 

 

Last but not least … A big thank you to all our volunteers who are too 
many to mention by name but they know who they are and their help 
is very much appreciated. 

Things to remember 

Don’t forget the Walk on the first Sunday of every month 
at the Riverside Country Park in Rainham, details and 
pictures of this can be found in the Support Group page 

of our website. 
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